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Winner of:

The 14th Annual Kris Getz Composition Competition

Performance Notes:

Each variation of Rhapsody on an Armenian Lullaby utilizes a different composiional approach to the lullaby.

The techniques and performance notes for each variation is as follows:

Theme: Diatonicism

Variation 1: Minimalism

Variation 2: Quartal & Quintal Harmony

Variation 3: Cluster Harmony - All dynamics in this variation are terraced.

Variation 4: Polytonality

Variation 5: Chord Morphing - Pianist should use a light touch so as not to bring out the attack of each
note; Use soft pedal if necessary. Exagerate all hairpin dynamics.

Variation 6: Serialism - A piano solo with violin ornamentation.

Variation 7: Mirror Harmony

Variation 8: Non-Retrogradable Rhythms - A violin solo with piano ornamentation.

Variation 9: "Holey Moley" - The ending of the piece never resolves to imitate a child slowly falling asleep,

never actually hearing the end of a lullaby or bedtime story

Duration: 12:00
About the Composer:

As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the
expressivity in his music making. He strives to compose music that is relevant to
the human experience, often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in
his compositions. He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition
Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music. As a
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th
Annual Hot Air Music Festival.

Vasken Ohanian received his Bachelor of Music in Composition from the
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, studying under Elinor Armer. He holds a double Master of Music in
Composition and Choral-Conducting from the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music, studying with Dr. Martin

Herman (Composition) and Dr. Jonathan Talberg (Choral-Conducting)
Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com

Performing a work by Vasken Ohanian in your upcoming recital or concert?

We'd love to hear about it! Contact us at: www.vaskenohanian.com/contact
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