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Intsrumentation: 

Percussion 1: 
Suspended Cymbal (with metal scrape), Brake Drum, Bongos, 29" Timpani 

Percussion 2: 
Snare Drum, High & Medium Tom-toms, Bass Drum, Tam-tam (with metal scrape) 

Performance Notes: 

Ideally, the two percussionists should be facing directly at one another rather than out towards 
the audience, as the two musicians are representative of two conflicting forces.  Immediately after 
the final note of the piece, the performers' mallets should dropped or thrown as if to say "I'm done 
with this shit," and then walk away.  When performed correctly, Pimps Under Attack should be 
both as ridiculous as the title sounds and as serious as the underlying issue implies.  To quote 
Elinor Armer upon first hearing the title: "Pimps Under Attack...  as they should be." 
 

Duration:   

4:00 

About the Composer: 

 As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the 
expressivity in his music making.  He strives to compose music that is relevant to 
the human experience, often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in 
his compositions.  He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition 
Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music.  As a 
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th 
Annual Hot Air Music Festival. 
 
 Vasken Ohanian received his Bachelor of Music in Composition from the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, studying under Elinor Armer.  He holds a double Master of Music in Composition 
and Choral-Conducting from the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music, studying with Dr. Martin Herman 
(Composition) and Dr. Jonathan Talberg (Choral-Conducting) 
 

Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com 
 

Performing a work by Vasken Ohanian in your upcoming recital or concert? 
We'd love to hear about it!  Contact us at: www.vaskenohanian.com/contact 
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