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About the Poet:

Siamanto's poetry can be described as dark, passionate, and full of vivid
imagery. As a survivor the Hamidian Massacres of 18941896, he had witnessed
much of the suffering of the Armenian people by theserders of Sultan Abdul Hamid II.
As such, scenes and images of violence, pain, and,loss are prevalent within his
writing. As morose and somber as his poetry is, however, another side of his poetry
often features hope and revolution. It is thisifacet of his writing that made him
popular amongst Armenian Revolutionaties, the belief that they must fight for the
right to exist and be free. Siamantowas killed by the Ottoman government in 1915

during the Armenian Genocide.

About the Composer:

As a composer and conductor, Vasken Qhanian is known for the
expressivity in his music making. He strives to'compose music that is relevant to
the human experience, often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in
his compositions. He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition
Competition and a recipient of the Deanl Emefitus Luis Costa Award for Music. As a
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th
Annual Hot Air Music Festival.

Vasken Ohanian receivéd his Bachelor of Music in Composition from the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, studying under Elinor Armer. He holds a double Master of Music in Composition
and Choral-Conducting,fromathe Bob Cole Conservatory of Music, studying with Dr. Martin Herman

(Composition) and Dft\Jonathan Talberg (Choral-Conducting)
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Transliteration & Translation*

asbedin jerks - Song of the Knight

32. o ver ar d3agadat, ver atfkerat,
vor tserkovas pagem zanonk,
gank mi arner! garmiran €, garmiran &,
garmiran ahey arjunin
jes im koulxus dzadzanay varfamagas var kafetsi...

gank mi arner! inch okud gar mer anokud haratfen?

33. im kanaras tsaverus hed
3amanagov arjun latsav,
ajsuhedev latss gadem,
tun es miajn im vokin,
parabandz es jev mardafuntf,
jes ifxanat em jev kerit,
ku tseverat er vor bafdvetsav

jelataji parkeren...

34. hoven tsajna fepor man &, vor go hantfe heruneren,
andarners vodki jelan baderazmi vafderu bes,
torujtit dag gadari hin hujseron
ipar hasganer go zartnun...
hin orenks go pashri, hin artsunks go tapi,

hin tsajners go mernin...

35. lusadzakin vazkit metf, lernatafdi ms vera
nor amposdner bidi desnenk,
nor hasganer, nor herosner,
vortiners darabankin, vor tafnamutjdn,ajs tarun hed,
arjunin metf en dzenadz, jev anor metfzajratsadz,

jev arjunov guzen mernil.

36. jev jerp desnenk dzovatsume moarorhazen vafderun,
anonts hed ¢ vor bidi kalenk

nabadagin dzanabarhén...
jev jes parke bidi jerkem, jev basagume mardignerun,
zi pampiras bidi hontfe,

jev tfaheras al bidi varin!

— Siamanto (1878-1915)
Uhwdwlpo

32. O raise your brow, lift up your eyes,
so I may cover them with my hands
Halt not! It is the Crimson, it is the Crimson,
the Crimson of frightful bleod.
I have pulled my quivering'cloak over my head...

Halt not! What good would‘it devfor our useless sighs?

33. My lyre, accompanying my pains,
cried with the blood of the times,

From this momention I loath weeping,
only you\are my Spirit,

You are glorigus and bellicose,
I amvyour prince and slave,

It was,your figure that was worshipped by

glorious Greece...

344/The sound of the wind is a horn that calls from afar,
The forest stood ready like legions of war
Under your furious hooves, old hopes
like giants awake...
The old laws are shattered, the old tears fall,
the old sounds die...

35. In your brilliant flight, from atop a high plateau
We will see new revolutionaries,

new giants, new heroes,
The sons of suffering, who inimically in this age
Were born in blood, were wroth with blood,

and wish to die in blood

36. And when we see the hurricane of stormy legions,
It is with them that we will march
on the path to the Cause...
And of glory will I sing, and of the crowning of warriors,
For my trumpet will sound,

and my torches will be ablaze!

*The transliteration of the original Armenian words is
written in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) both

here and in the score.
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