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Dedication: 

In Berkeley, CA there is a large hill that is steeper and longer than on any other in the San 
Francisco Bay area.  A long road stretches straight up this hill at a 45° angle for nearly a mile;  
You probably wouldn't want to look in your rearview mirror while driving up it.  At the top of this 
hill sits a little house surrounded by a picket fence facing the San Francisco Bay.  This is the home 
of my teacher and dear friend, Elinor Armer.  This piece is written in honor of her 75th Birthday 
celebration and her home on the hill. 
 

Duration: 2:30 

About the Composer: 

 As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the 
expressivity in his music making.  He strives to compose music that is relevant to 
the human experience, often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in 
his compositions.  He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition 
Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music.  As a 
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th 
Annual Hot Air Music Festival. 
 
 Vasken Ohanian received his Bachelor of Music in Composition from the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, studying under Elinor Armer.  He holds a double Master of Music in Composition 
and Choral-Conducting from the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music, studying with Dr. Martin Herman 
(Composition) and Dr. Jonathan Talberg (Choral-Conducting). 
 

Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com 
 

Performing a work by Vasken Ohanian in your upcoming recital or concert? 
We'd love to hear about it!  Contact us at: www.vaskenohanian.com/contact 
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The Little House on the Big Hill
Vasken Ohanian (b. 1990)

Written in honor of the 75th birthday of my teacher and dear friend, Elinor Armer.
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