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Instrumentation:

2 Flutes (Flute 2 doubles Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in A (Clarinet 1 doubles Bb Clarinet; Clarinet 2 doubles Bb Clarinet and Bass Clarinet)

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

1 Trombone

1 Bass Trombone
1 Tuba

Timpani
Percussion 1 — Bass Drum, Tam-Tam, Vibraphone

Percussion 2 — Crash Cymbals, Triangle, Glockenspiel, Suspended Cymbal, Finger Cymbals
Solo Tenor

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello

Contrabass

Duration:

18:00

Composers Note:

Li Bai was one of China's most prominent figures in poetry during the Tang Dynasty. His poetry is known for its
Romanticism and vivid imagery. Unlike Western-European poetry, which tends to flow more fluidly, Tang Dynasty,
Chinese poetry strings together characters like precious stones. While I use English translations of Li Bai's poetry in
Mountain Songs, giving the work western fluidity, each song works like an inset jewel, preserving the aformentioned

characteristic of Tang Dynasty Poetry.

About the Composer:

As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the expressivity in his music
making. Often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in his compositions, he strives to
compose music that is relevant to the human experience. He is a former winner of the Annual Kris
Getz Composition Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music. As a
conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th Annual Hot Air

Music Festival.
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Vasken Ohanian received his Bachelor of Music in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music,

studying under Elinor Armer. He holds a double Master of Music in Composition and Choral-Conducting from the Bob
Cole Conservatory of Music, studying with Dr. Martin Herman (Composition) and Dr. Jonathan Talberg (Choral-

Conducting).

Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com
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Poetry by Li Bai (translated by Vasken Ohanian except where indicated)

1. The Waterfall (Excerpt)

... Oh mountains of renown that I adore,

You fill my heart with deep repose.

No longer need I take the potions of precious stones,
You can wash the earth stains from my face.

Let me be with the things I love,

And leave the world of man forever.

2. The Clearing at Dawn (trans. Arthur Waley)

The fields are chill, [and] the sparse rain has stopped;

The colors of spring teem on every side.

The pond is full with leaping fish;

The green boughs droop with singing thrushes.

The flowers of the field have dabbled their powdered cheeks;
The mountain grasses are bent, level at the waist.

By the bamboo stream, the last fragment of cloud

Blown by the wind, slowly scatters away.

3. Flocks of Birds

Flocks of birds are flying high in the distance;

A lonely cloud wanders, alone.

The Peak and I sit, facing one another, sharing a mutual gaze,

never tiring;

There is only the mountain.

4. The Summit Temple

The Summit Temple is a hundred feet high,
Here I could pluck the stars with my hand.
I dare not speak aloud in the silence,

For fear of waking the people of heaven.

5. The Green Mountain

If you ask me why I live on the green mountain,
I will smile, my heart at ease.

Peach blossoms float down mountain streams....

There is no other heaven on earth.

6. Down the Mountain

As I went down the Jade Mountain in the evening,
Moonlight was my escort home.

Looking back, I saw my path

lying in the deep shadow.

I reached the farmhouse of a friend,
and a young boy opened the thorny gate.
We traversed the secluded path through the bamboo,

Where green vines caught on my clothes.

Happily I cried, "Here may we rest!"
I passed the time drinking with my friend,

Singing, "The Wind in the Pines."

We finished our song as the stars faded away.
You were happy my friend, and so was I,

And together, we let the world go by.
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