VO0013-V

Vasken Ohanian

AN

R
Mountain Songs £J
with poetry by Li Bai %O

For Solo Tenor and Piano QO

1. The Waterfall /
2. The Clearing at Dawn @
3. The Flocks of Birds é

4. The Summit Temple O

5. The Green Mountain %

6. Down the Mountail\

%‘b

O
N
QQ)

VAOMusilB=




For my good friend, Emilio Valdez.
May this piece be an escape to the
wilderness, wherever you are.



Poetry by Li Bai
1. The Waterfall (excerpt)

... Oh mountains of renown that I adore,
You fill my heart with deep repose.
No longer need I take the potions of precious stones,
You can wash the earth stains from my face.
Let me be with the things I love,

And leave the world of man forever.

2. The Clearing at Dawn (trans. Arthur Waley)

The fields are chill, [and] the sparse rain has stopped;
The colors of spring teem on every side.
The pond is full with leaping fish;
The green boughs droop with singing thrushes.
The flowers of the field have dabbled their
powdered cheeks;
The mountain grasses are bent, level at the waist.
By the bamboo stream, the last fragment of cloud

Blown by the wind, slowly scatters away.

3. Flocks of Birds

Flocks of birds are flying high in the distance;

A lonely cloud wanders, alone.

The Peak and I sit, facing one another, sharing a mutual
gaze, never tiring;

There is only the mountain.

Composers Note:

4. The Summit Temple

The Summit Temple is a hundred feet high,
Here I could pluck the stars with my hand.
I dare not speak aloud in the silence,

For fear of waking the people of heaven.

5. The Green Mountain
If you ask me why I live on the green mountain,
I will smile, my heart at ease.
Peach blossoms float down mountain streams....

There is no other heaven on earth.

6. Down the Mountain

As I went down the Jade Mountain in the evening,
Moonlight was my escort home.
Looking back, I saw my path lying in the deep shadow.
I reached the farmhouse of a friend,
and a young boy opened the thorny gate.
We traversed the secluded path through the bamboo,

Where green vines caught on my clothes.

Happily I cried, "Here may we rest!"
I passed the time drinking with my friend,

Singing, "The Wind in the Pines."

We finished our song as the stars faded away.
You were happy my friend, and so was I,

And together, we let the world go by

Li Bai was one of China's most prominent figures in poetry during the Tang Dynasty. His poetry is

known for its Romanticism and vivid imagery. Unlike Western-European poetry, which tends to flow more

fluidly, Tang Dynasty, Chinese poetry strings together characters like precious stones. While I use English

translations of Li Bai's poetry in Mountain Songs, giving the work western fluidity, each song works like an

inset jewel, preserving the aformentioned characteristic of Tang Dynasty Poetry.



About the Poet:

“‘ > ' During the rise of the Golden Age of Chinese Poetry, Li Bai was one its most
}h‘ renown poets. A deeply romantic figure, his thousands of poems are full with rich

/i
/ imagery. They often describe his life and experiences, traveling, visiting friends, and

immersing himself in nature. Although China would experience conflict toward the end
Vi | of Li Bai's life, his early works show a glimpse of what it was like to live carefree during

the height of the prosperous Tang Dynasty.

Duration:

18:00

About the Composer:

As a composer and conductor, Vasken Ohanian is known for the
expressivity in his music making. He strives to compose music that is relevant to
the human experience, often incorporating elements of his Armenian heritage in his
compositions. He is a former winner of the Annual Kris Getz Composition
Competition and a recipient of the Dean Emeritus Luis Costa Award for Music. As a

conductor, he formerly served as Co-director and Resident Conductor for the 4th

Annual Hot Air Music Festival.

Vasken Ohanian received his Bachelor of Music in Composition from the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music, studying under Elinor Armer. He holds a double Master of Music in Composition
and Choral-Conducting from the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music, studying with Dr. Martin Herman

(Composition) and Dr. Jonathan Talberg (Choral-Conducting).

Learn more at: www.vaskenohanian.com

Performing a work by Vasken Ohanian in your upcoming recital or concert?

We'd love to hear about it! Contact us at: www.vaskenohanian.com/contact
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2. The Clearing at Dawn

Li Bai (701-762)
trans. Arthur Waley
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4. The Summit Temple

Li Bai (701-762) Vasken Ohanian (b. 1990)
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6. Down the Mountain

Li Bai (701-762) Vasken Ohanian (b.1990)
Andante J = 69
0O
o |
(> =
S~V
Y

o) | e —
’{ I" 3 I I I I. I
[ Fan N &
VYV -
ZE= ==
: — .
hdl N1
= — %
- o L4
m,
Q {. I T o g
#g\b‘—d—‘* i —] f
I - T — L
¥ —
As 1 wentdown the jade moun tajn_ in the eve - ning moon light_ was my
5
o) | e — % g i/\
P’ A | | | | | | |
P— =
1 I I —®
% " F r { { —
mp
9 — . | % — % 2 -
y ! s — o ] ! o ] ]
i ] ] ]

1 1 | 1 | l

) % —— e : — brg ‘1 o
A 2 | | . el y J >
et A B L7

Copyright © 2017 by Vasken A. Ohanian (ASCAP).
All Rights Reserved.



This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.
To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

27
pocorit.. . _ _

N>

Il

y 4>
v

| |

| |

| |
a -
SN—

shad ow.

;!ND Ny
BT

N
P

PN

reached the

o>

p—~

T e e

: 2 0 F s < .
2 j s

pp subilo Q

| | | | |
| | | | | |

AN,
[Y)
0
b

|

r 3 r— f
T i et R E——
I 1 Y i —— s ® ]
. ] ] |

farm- th a friend anda  young boy

XD




This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.
To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

28

—

0 I I\ F/——'i\ pr 4
P’ A ) ) | | Py ™y > o LT
@ 1 ——— ! P ﬂ,_f:: ® < . . T

} | VA | | kil
g) % T o I 1/ I | T
o - pened the thor - ny gate. We tra -
25 o
9 : i $ - ﬁu#ﬁ'
VAN T e
{ey? I h o
NV I I
[y, ' f
P
. N E <
il N = 4 o LT
Z h = e A -]
|4 % < hal i
Dyt ;e_‘f
G e £ s 7
) x — —_— x g ) —_— w
versed the se-clud - ed through the bam -
28 3 3 3
Hu g, ™ I — — — I E—
Ll < : : :/-\ : : > o o
S — N
PP \
L
o vt 1.
e m LT
AR " )
B
- - - - -
— —= & o o
- -
% rit.. . . . . _ .
A N -~ ~ [rm—
1y N | — I I J I I
I (7 1] e | | | | @
7 > % o o ! > r L
Y ' ! — —
boo,4®7 where green__ vines_  caught on my
30 L
N’ S— & & 3 ; E
e [ | | [ | [ | | l ] l I ] l ] l ]
3 3 3
A | | | | | | | A

Q\:H‘ % \ I I I I I I I IU

ST . . . 4 4 - - &

= = = 4 o >



This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.

To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

29

a tempo

P AR DAL )
P A DAY

mp

Hx 4t
o o LT

R A -
o

y 4N
[ £an)

P A DAL B )

Hu 4.3
y AT

-t

6

el

-

2

6

-

6

=66

s

e

s

P A DT

[y

Maestoso .

2
) -

1

h | 7y

p AR DAL,

Y
30

4

cried,

Hap-pi-ly I

=
£~

87}0 -

b 1V

h | 7y

mollo ———

[

O+t
o o LT
"1 =4

)
y 3
d

4

3

O+t
o o LT
O 4=




This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.
To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

30 .
poco a poco dim.
3 3
~ — - — §
e i  — ——"—" 2,
) — | *
_ "Here may we rest!"_____ I passed the time
39 2
Q ||[7 If}‘ -~ ._4}_‘} ﬁ %
| H
mf
/4 YO N %
,"Lv,f’bb.b -
= - o
-
f) |
4 D b | | N
b 2 1 < K o @ o ® o 2
I I 7 ) e e e 2
drink - ing with my friend, _ Wind__ in the
42 - - - - / - - - -
yE— . . | . . .
n h l [/I A= A A= A A - - -
v A =77 P=on A | =X = (o)
Vj D 7 D y i 7 D % %
v
\/*\\
= =
| | -
. . . . . _ _ GiacosoJ=69 accel.
<mf : = If- 1
?1 f f ° i 1 ] i— ]
1 1 =— — —
*Sung on neutral drinking or yodeling syllables
| |
i _
I I . .
mp
—r— = 3
AY < ? ‘I <



This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.

To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

31

accel.

116

Allegro moderato J

O« &

Z]

50

ot
Al LTV

XX

=144

Vivace .

&

P Al
P ATl
il CF° Il
Hu ¢
o=t

/A XX

[ £ an)

(&)

o)




This page has been removed to encourage
purchase of the full score.

Please Purchase Scores at:

www.VaskenOhanian.com/Store

VAOMusi|®=




This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.

To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

33

Al

=72

Grandioso .
—

I
e
¥ o |

O« &
P’ A Il

HY gl
o\#/®
o\

TF-

#
hll " A1

Al

70

[ 4 2
p ATl
A ¥ TP

TF-

our

- ished

fin

We

y 3

-

-

Hutt
p Al
[ fan
ra XX)
Ml O 20 P
p Al

71

e T g ™
bl

s

ot
P A Il

s

P A Dl

s

P A Tl




This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.
To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

@]
=
N
TN

song as the stars

N

=

E==
5
[~}
[~

E=3

- - ‘_l

diminuendo

o

rit.. N -

e SSEN
i v wd 3

N _J

l LW

|
51
51‘
|




35

=56

_ Pensivo .

my friend

hap - py

were

You

Y Nl

by.

let the world go

and to-geth-,

Sva“"““"““"“““"““

(@)

/\m
8 —

O

55—

e

o

r =<1
(> ]
0]
[ )
<
Q
[ ]

This is a digital perusal score. Unauthorized reproduction of this work is illegal.

To purchase complete editions, visit: www.vaskenohanian.com/store.

)

O« &
P’ A Il
P A il
P A I

R =
Hy 8 :
;NI W AL
he}
[=]
2] .
A [ B/ 0 ,
= = = = = = = =
= B= p= p=
N AN AR a v = v v
NDe- RN <X T NG
(/\( (/\(



